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eCOVE: The Observation Toolkit

The purpose of the ATTENTION
TO GENDER tool is to gather
data on the proportional attention
paid to each gender in four critical
areas: questioning, extended or
follow-up questioning, correction
of errors, and acknowledgement
or praise.

The purpose of the CLASS
LEARNING TIME tool is to
gather data on the time spent on
learning tasks and tasks that do
not directly contribute to learning.

The purpose of the COM-
PARISON COUNTER tool is to
compare two individuals in five or
fewer observer generated catego-
ries, or to compare two behaviors
in five or fewer individuals using
counter data gathering.

The purpose of the COMPARI-
SON TIMER tool is to compare
two individuals in five or fewer
observer generated categories, or
to compare two behaviors in five
or fewer individuals using timer
data gathering.

The purpose of the DIRECTIONS
/ QUESTIONS FOCUS tool is to
gather data on the focus of teach-
er’s directions and/or questions

to either the whole class, specific
small groups or individuals.

The purpose of the DISTRIBU-
TION OF TIME tool is to gather
data on how time is used in seven
common areas throughout an
entire class period or activity.
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The purpose of the DIVERGENT
QUESTION TYPE tool is to
gather data on the number of six
different types of divergent ques-
tions and the number of non-di-
vergent questions asked during a
data collection period.

The purpose of the DIVERGENT
/ NON-DIVERGENT tool is to
gather data on the number of
divergent and non-divergent ques-
tions asked during a data collec-
tion period.

The purpose of the GENERIC
COUNTER tool is to allow the
creation of up to ten observer la-
beled items with attached buttons
that will increment counters each
time they are clicked. An optional
Interval Reminder will permit
sampled data collection over an
entire class.

The purpose of the GENERIC
TIMER tool is to allow the cre-
ation of up to ten observer labeled
items with attached buttons that
will run individual timers.

The purpose of the INDIVIDUAL
/ GROUP RESPONSES tool is to
gather data on where responses

to teacher questions come from

- an individual student, an identi-
fied group, the entire class, a call
out by a student or students, or
teacher answered.

The purpose of the NON-VER-
BAL BEHAVIORS tool is to
gather data on the non-verbal be-
havior of the teacher or individual
students when interacting with
others in ten specific areas and
one generic area.
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The purpose of the ON TASK
CODING tool is to gather data on
the on- and off-task behavior of
an individual or an entire class in
five specific areas and one generic
area.

The purpose of the TIME ON
TASK tool is to gather data on the
time an individual is on- or off-
task for an identified task.

The purpose of the POSITIVE
AND NEGATIVE STATE-
MENTS tool is to gather data on
the number of positive, negative,
and neutral statements made by
the teacher or students (individual
or group) when interacting with
others.

The purpose of the QUESTION-
ING - BLOOM’S TAXONOMY
tool is to gather data on the level
of questions asked by the teacher.

The purpose of the STUDENT
RESPONSE SUCCESS tool is to
gather data on the type of student
responses: Correct, quick and
firm; Correct, hesitant; Incorrect,
careless; Incorrect, lacking knowl-
edge; Answered with a question;
Other, identified in comments.

The purpose of the TALKING
OUT OF TURN tool is to gather
data on the teacher response to
students talking out of turn in the
classroom.
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Check the webpage www.eCOVE.net

The purpose of the TEACHER
TALK tool is to gather data on the
speaking pattern in the classroom.
The data includes the percent of
time devoted to Teacher Talk,
Student Talk, Group Discussion,
and No Talking.

The purpose of the TEACHER
TRAVEL tool is to gather data on
the pattern of movement by the
teacher in the classroom. The tool
can also be used to gather data

on the pattern of other forms of
teacher attention, such as ques-
tions asked, discipline, or praise.

The purpose of the VERBATIM
tool is to accurately record the
words spoken by those being
observed, accompanied by a time
stamp for each statement.

The purpose of the VERBAL
TICS tool is to gather data on the
number of verbal tics (ah, um, er,
etc) per minute.

The purpose of the WAIT TIME
tool is to gather data on the time
between a teacher’s question and
the next response, whether from
the teacher or a student. Research
indicates that giving students time
to think through a response before
providing an additional prompt
can be very productive.

PO Box 460

Pacific City, Oregon 97135
503-508-3398
1-888-363-6283
www.eCOVE.net
John@ecove.net



